About the National Institute for Medical Informatics

The concept of a National Institute for Medical Informatics (NIMI) was originally created by Dr. Craig Feied and his informatics team at Washington Hospital Center as they developed the Azyxxi software application.  The purpose of the institute was to perform research and development projects in the scientific field of medical informatics, which is the application of information systems technology to address problems in health care.   

NIMI was registered as a non-stock corporation in the State of Wisconsin in 2004, and application was made for 501C3 status with the Internal Revenue Service.  The mission of NIMI is to pursue research and development of advanced information networking in healthcare.  The initial board of directors included Dr. Edward Barthell, Dr. Christopher Felton, Dr. Craig Feied, Mr. Kim Pemble and Mr. Matt Bartel.  
In 2004 NIMI was awarded a research grant by the Connecting Communities for Better Health program, administered by the Foundation for the eHealth Initiative, that led to the establishment of the Wisconsin Health Information Exchange (WHIE) during the subsequent 18 months.  Dr. Seth Foldy served as principal investigator, with co-investigators Dr. Edward Barthell and Dr. Lawrence Hanrahan.

In 2006 further funding was awarded to NIMI by the Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services to allow for further development of WHIE including technical planning for the emergency department linking initiative.  Application for funding the ED Linking initiative was made to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services in collaboration with the State of Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services. 
With the acquisition of the Azyxxi team by Microsoft, Dr. Feied resigned from the NIMI board.  The NIMI board continues to oversee projects that are consistent with its mission of research and development of advanced information networking in healthcare.  NIMI principals remain active in a number of local, regional and national initiatives in this evolving field.  Current NIMI board members and their affiliations include:
Dr. Edward Barthell, MD MS  

Executive Vice President and former board member, Infinity Healthcare Inc. Mequon, WI.  Chief Medical Officer and board member, EMSystem LLC.  Associate Clinical Professor, Emergency Medicine, Medical College of Wisconsin.  Member, Wisconsin Governor's e-Health Care Quality and Patient Safety Board.
Mr. Bruce Arnold, JD

Shareholder and Managing Director, Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek, Milwaukee, WI.  Co chair of Health Care Law Practice Group.
Mr. Kim Pemble, MS

VP and CIO, SynergyHealth, West Bend, WI.  Previous faculty member of University of Wisconsin Milwaukee College of Health Sciences.
Mr. Scott Novogoratz, MS

Chief Information Officer, Advanced Healthcare, SC, Germantown, WI.
Dr. Christopher Felton, MD

President, EMSystem, LLC. Emergency physician and former board member, Infinity Healthcare Inc.

